Summary of Outreach Committee activities for 2011
 

The Outreach Committee meets the first Sunday of the month at 11:30 am and new members are always welcome.   Formal guidelines were written stating how the Outreach Committee chooses groups to sponsor with funding, time, and /or, human resources.  These guidelines are called the Endorsement Criteria and were submitted to and approval received, by the Vestry .  A form called, Proposal for Outreach Committee Endorsement was developed and anyone requesting support must fill out and submit this form to the Outreach Committee.
The group also wrote formal goals for the committee and these too, were submitted to the Vestry and approved.  Each of these documents can also be found on the parish website.
Three organizations, Habitat for Humanity, COPE  (Christian Outreach Program of Elkhorn, Valley and Waterloo) and  The Dean Fricke Food Pantry have been formally endorsed for this Program Year.  In addition, requests for funding to purchase textbooks for the Native American  student groups at Creighton University was granted and a Christmas Eve offering collected over $1100 for this cause.  Support was also given to ERD (Episcopal Relief and Development), United Thank Offering, St. Monica’s and a Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic.
 

Additional support for The Dean Fricke Food Pantry is provided by canned food donations.   Every Sunday food items can be brought and placed in baskets in the Narthex.  Once a month those baskets are brought to the altar for blessing and the food items are donated to The Dean Fricke Food Pantry.  
The first Sunday of each month is designated as Outreach Sunday and a second basket is passed each month for a specific organizations.  The list of organizations is determined at the beginning of the Program Year with the option of changing the designated organization as needs arise.  The parish has been very generous in these first Sunday donations and the amounts that have been donated have been  published in a weekly email and a Sunday bulletin. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Kathy Lake  
Co Chair of the Outreach Committee
 

